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Sentence 

• A sentence is a group of words 
expressing a complete thought.  
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Subject and Predicate 

•  A sentence consists of two parts:  the 
subject and the predicate.  

•   The subject of the sentence tells whom 
or what the sentence is about.   

•  The predicate is that part which says 
something about the subject. 
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Simple Subject 

•  The simple subject is the main word or 
group of words that tells whom or what 
the sentence is about. 

•  Ex.  The Memorial Coliseum (in Los 
Angeles) was filled (to capacity). 
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Simple Predicate 

•  The simple predicate is a verb or verb 
phrase that tells something about the 
subject. 

•  Ex.  Faculty and students planned a new 
class schedule. 
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Compound Subject 
•  A compound subject consists of two or 

more subjects that are joined by a 
conjunction and have the same verb.   

•  The usual connecting words are and and 
or. 

•  Ex.  The White House and the Pentagon 
called a new press conference. 
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Compound Verb 

•  A compound verb consists of two or 
more verbs that are joined by a 
conjunction and have the same subject. 

•  Ex. Mary McLeod Bethune established 
schools and worked (on government 
committees). 
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How to Find the Subject of a Sentence 

•  1.  Find the verb 

•  2.  Ask yourself the question     
 “Who or what . . .?” 
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Rules to Remember about Finding the 
Subject: 

1.  In sentences expressing a command or 
request, the subject is always you, even 
though the word you may not appear in 
the sentence. 

   Ex. (You) Run some errands (for me.) 
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Subject Rules: 

2.  The subject of a sentence is never in a 
prepositional phrase. 

Ex. Neither (of the rivals) survived the duel. 
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Subject Rules: 

3.  To find the subject in a question, turn the 
question into a statement form. 

Ex.  What drawer did you put the box of 
pencils in? 

Statement:  You did put the box (of pencils) 
(in what drawer). 
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Subject Rules: 

4.  There and here are not usually the 
subjects of a verb.   

There and here are either adverbs or 
expletives. 

Ex.  Here is the book. 
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Complements 

•  A complement is a word or word group 
that completes the meaning of a predicate. 

•  Complements may be nouns, pronouns, or 
adjectives. 

•  A complement is never in a prepositional 
phrase. 
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Direct Object 

•  A direct object is a noun or pronoun that 
receives the action of the verb or shows 
the result of the action. 

•  A direct object tells whom or what after an 
action verb. 

•  Ex.  The cat followed Karen and me 
home. 
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Indirect Object 
•  An indirect object is a noun or a pronoun that 

comes between an action verb and a direct 
object.  

•   It tells to whom or to what (or for whom or for 
what) the action of the verb is done. 

•  Ex. The Swedish Academy awarded Octavio 
Paz the 1990 Nobel Prize (in literature). 
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Subject Complements 

•  A subject complement is a word or word 
group that completes the meaning of a 
linking verb and identifies or modifies the 
subject. 

•  There are two types of complements: 
   1.  Predicate nominative or noun 
   2.  Predicate adjective 
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Predicate Noun 

•  A predicate noun is a noun or pronoun 
that follows a linking verb and refers to the 
same person or thing as the subject of the 
verb. 

                                                       PN 
Ex.  Robert Hayden is my favorite poet. 
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Predicate Adjective 

•  A predicate adjective is an adjective that 
follows a linking verb and modifies the 
subject of the verb. 

                                 PA 
•  Ex.  Freedom is precious. 
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Objective Complements 

•  An objective complement is a word or 
word group that helps complete the 
meaning of an action verb by identifying or 
modifying the direct object. 

•  An object complement may be a noun, a 
pronoun, or an adjective. 
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Objective Complements 

•  Only a few action verbs take an objective 
complement.  These verbs are consider, 
make, and any verbs that can be replaced 
by consider or make, such as call, keep, 
name, find, choose, elect, appoint, paint, 
color, and render. 
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Examples of Objective 
Complements 

                                                   OC                                      
•  France named Miles Davis a knight (in the 

Legion of Honor). 
                                               OC 
•  We have painted the house blue. 
                                                       OC 
•  The referee called the line drive foul. 


